Lifestyles
Lifestyles change
with the passage of tin

The Tsuru St
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The name Gunnai-jima appears frequently in
Koshoku Ichidai Otoko (The Life of an Amorous
Man), by IHARA Saikaku. Kai Silk was also
known as Gunnai-jima (striped cloth) because
many of the products featured beautiful striped
patterns, which caught the keen eye of many
Edo men and women.
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Backed by three hundred years of history and
highly polished techniques, Koshu textiles are
still produced in Tsuru City today. Yarn dyeing
techniques lend depth to the colors and unique
variations to the cloth. The industry is also
currently undergoing a process of
modernization.
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The first lord of Yamura Castle, AKIMOTO Yasutomo, determined that the region was not suited to rice production and
directed his energies instead to sericulture and woven silk products. Edo was a city of mass consumption and its
proximity provided an outlet for Kai Silk, which became popular during the Genroku Era (1688-1704), a period of fast-
paced commercial development. Establishments such as Echigoya (now the department store Mitsukoshi) even had
branches here. The height of Kai Silk's popularity came during the Meiji Period. The Yamanashi Prefectural Industrial
Technology Center and the Yamura Textiles Industrial Cooperative Association were established and events such as
textile fairs were held.
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Industry in Tsuru City features a tradition of textiles and the machinery and 3
metal industry. The Takara-kozan Mine was in operation for eighty years §' ﬁ
until 1970. Commerce developed centered on the city's commercial district. S
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There are few flat areas in Tsuru, and rice could not ] ." é‘d‘! AL %13‘.‘.&‘%:3 1

be produced in volume, but land improvements and Uy fion
improvements to such things as roads have made v ; !:Q‘ ¥
efficient production possible. In addition, mizukakena : ( : f? ’ ;(
greens are grown and the area's clear waters are [ Y P b P
used to grow wasabi horseradish and flowers. . ’ 4 S )
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. There used to be a horseracing track in Tsuru City that provided loads of |

B fun to our residents. In addition to sports, it was an important source of
entertainment for the people, who lacked leisure activities at the time. There
also used to be a movie theater and playhouse until the early 1950's.
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During the 1950's and 60's, just a short time after the birth of our city, a telephone and
telegraph office was created, municipal housing provided and the foundation for the municipal
infrastructure, including roads, bridges and basic water services was established. New
government offices were completed in 1968, and the culture center and municipal gymnasium
were constructed between the mid-1970's and the mid-1980's. Entering upon the 1990's,
facilities such as the Tsuru City hospital and health and welfare center were also completed.
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Takara Primary School
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Kasei-daiichi Primary School o
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FR16E BE (862 F=M) I (RA%035 4 &) ) A;I?A / 1’;[!') :‘-JOD Great importance has long been placed on education throughout the entire Tsuru area, and educational facilities have been in place ever since the
BIAT7 FICEREFRAERE AR E L TR, AR
62 FICHED TR L % U 1o Edo Period. This remained unchanged even after the Meiji Period, and we have continued to stress education for our children, who will determine

the future of Tsuru, ever since the founding of the city in 1954. We presently have eight primary schools and changes continue to take place in the
learning environment in accordance with the changing times.
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Tsuru University got its start as the Yamanashi Prefecture Educational Institute,
which became the Tsuru Municipal Junior College in 1955 and then Tsuru University
when g four-year system was adopted in 1960. The university has departments of
Primar'y Education and Japanese Literature, and a graduate school and a
Department of Literary Research were established in 1995. The students and local
citizens have many opportunities for communication, and the university is a familiar
feature in the lives of the people.
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Tsuru-datichi Junior High School
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In 1947, just after the close of the war, five junior high schools were 8
reorganized along the lines of the School Education Law. Some of 2
the schools merged in 1965, creating the three that still exist to date. |
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Tsuru-daini Junior High School

BFN22 FICREPFR, Eohprr, BB
& U TR L & U7, RBFNA0 FEICAHIREAE,
FERFR Ehi, BERIRNBEL. &
ERPRE U TREBE— P E EB
KPR SN E U, RB41 FICRREDN TR
0% D% =Y

FRA7TE S (BRS2ERR

B3IETH |AKE (RBFI24 FEH S M)

HAPHER

Higashikatsura Junior
High School
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passed by. Road improvements began in
the late 1950's, and many bridges have

since been erected and important roads

were constructed.
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Japan's state-of-the-art technology has been put to the
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distance in time between Tsuru and Tokyo, raising expectations for the

In 1969, the Otsuki-Kawaguchiko section of the long-awaited Fuiji-Yoshida
Route of the Chuo Expressway opened to traffic. This greatly reduced the
economic effect this would have on our city. People are now looking forward
to construction beginning on a large planned interchange that will lead
toward Fujihokuroku and the Tokai region.
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it will take approximately only one hour to go between
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magnetically levitated train) ever since the Yamanashi
Linear Experimental Line was built in 1997. If completed,
Tokyo and Osaka.

test in doing research for the Linear Motor Car (electro-
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