History

There is something that spans the ages.

We must protect it and spread its message. B % ‘?
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Ancient Genealogy
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a staging post for commodities.

unpopulated.
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Developing as a Castle Town

=
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During the middle ages, Lord OYAMADA extended his influence throughout what is now
Tsuru City. In 1532 (first year of the Tenmon Era), OYAMADA Nobuari shifted his residence
to Yamura, thus making Yamura the focal point of the Gunnai region. The age of the three
AKIMOTO feudal lords began in 1633 (tenth year of the Kanei Era), and Yamura developed
as a castle town. It then became a fief under control of the shogunate in 1704 (first year of
the Hoei Era).

Kai Silk Becomes Famous .
There is a song that originated in the middle of the Edo Period that makes reference to
bringing back Gunnai silk from the Koshu area. The Gunnai region was centered on the
district that is now Tsuru City, and the fine silk that was woven there was also referred to as
Kai Silk. AKIMOTO Yasutomo, the local feudal lord in the early Edo Period, took advantage
of these silk products to make the region prosper. Partly due to the fact that the mass-
consuming city of Edo (now Tokyo) was nearby, the name of this silk became very well
known.
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These large tapestries cover the entire float, serving not only
to beautifully decorate the float, but to also hide the interior.
Using scarlet cloth, velvet and embroidered patterns of gold
and silver thread, a host of ideas go into decorating the floats
so that they are indeed moving works of art. Some of the
pictures decorating the floats were designed by the famous
artist KATSUSHIKA Hokusai.
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This procession was held to lead the floats and performers of Shinto
music and dance. The audience never loses interest as the procession
goes by, sometimes with an air of solemnity and sometimes with gaiety
and humor. Approximately one hundred forty people participate in the
procession, which includes feudal lords on horseback and a princess
selected in an open application process.

nsja.olS-oluanq

(1015522044 pa0T PPN

S O

G

ﬁa - ‘

r l 4 % % &
11y @U} s|li3 ssauidde SpUIM 1ueIouY

Gl

X

fPETOE &

TRERFREBTRE RO B@EpBKBENL  pBF
Ea T R BN AW E eI AR (X
MW A o oW TR ) T L KX S 2
HE TORABECHEZ LDz AR >
Lump g — ) Mgz aidazgnT 4 % 2
CochEzarEo "Lt XML BpbHPOR DR
SEWA ThbTLreTs "HERp AR FY
FEMBE LD 2B ERTAFLG T, o 2 W T \F 5
o® "ERIOTHEL OFPHL LS g ..‘& 2 3% 9.9
nfis v s BioLRC MY CE 3
LI O et T B )Rt
DR R B G N le s Tl - e R
R HEEE R 5o MR At DS S N ik

The Hassaku Festival is one of the most famous festivals in Tsuru City. It is counted among the three largest Gunnai
festivals and is held annually on September 1 at Oide Shrine. Locals familiarly refer to it by such names as O-Hassaku-
"Honorable Hassaku."

The Hassaku Festival began approximately three hundred years ago. All of the townships competed in gorgeously
decorating their yatai and prayed for a bountiful harvest. Times changed, however, and the yatai temporarily disappeared.
The Hayaumamachi float was restored in 1990, however, and eventually so were the Shimomachi, Shinmachi and
Nakamachi floats, so that the splendor of the past rings out once again in their competing rounds of festival music.

Brilliant colors decorate the yatai (“festival floats") where musicians compete for attention performing festival music, and
there is a magnificent procession of residents clothed as feudal lords from the Edo Period. Many visitors look forward to
visiting Tsuru City on this day to see the event.

T

(SIDOLY [PANIS]) IPIDK —

)

by

v

N
S
2z
s 8
1 x
S




N 21(

p/ N = o o ] !
)

(I

N

PIACE G Fa B E M IR ol p

SR B E VAR ;‘;f{ : AQE‘ ’

THOLEBEIMNMH SN 4 S

woTo )T hic |PE 8, . ”\5

i_ 2R B e ] B @ T %L NS i = 0)
; R > % , * i oy L ol & S
RN ¥ R EEES. ﬁh L®Ge T 0N 5 | i D
FREFToONH o 3 A0 TR ! g S
NI S et S S B I B e @“(' ’ ‘ >
Bc 0L M | A ik

: |

Many different lion dances have been passed down through the
generations in our city. In fall, they are performed at all shrines
as dedicatory dances to the gods. The lion dance is also
referred to by the expression "kagura o mau," which means to
perform ritual Shinto dance and music. For some reason, only
the hornless female lioness has been handed down in Tsuru
City.
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