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Wind blows across the land
as nature fosters the spurk of precious life.

The Tsuru Story
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This butterfly eats the poisonous Corydalis incisa flower. It
retains the poison in its body protecting it from birds and
other predators. This butterfly can be seen in spring until the
Corydalis incisa withers in May.
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These dainty white flowers approximately 4 cm in diameter
bloom from April to May. They can be found in large
numbers on the slopes of Shiraki hill behind YLO Kaikan.
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This plant is indigenous to Japan. The wasabi (Japanese horseradish) grown in the
cool clear waters of Tsuru City is exceptionally aromatic. Its dainty white flowers are
in bloom in March.
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Stands approximately 7 cm tall and has pretty light purple
and white flowers that bloom from March to April. They
bloom in clusters on Mt. Nijurokuya, which was selected as

a 100 famous mountain for the variety of Japanese flowers
that grow there.
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They are known in Tsuru by such names as gotonbe.
People often see them in April at the pond behind
Tokaichiba Station.
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There are many places in Tsuru City that are famous for cherry blossom
viewing, such as Kawamo Dam, the Shishidome Power Plant and areas
along the Fuji Kyuko Railway line. The weeping cherry tree at Saiganji
Temple and the higanzakura cherry trees at Keirinji Temple and Aburi
Shrine are just some of the examples of the gigantic local cherry trees
that possess a special aura about them.
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The Japanese nightingale ("uguisu") is both the city bird and
a bird that is very familiar to our people. Uguisu Hall is also
the name of our culture center, from which we transmit the
culture of our city.
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The scent of flowering plum blossoms drifts through the air
as you approach Kowata Bridge. The trees grow laden with
fruit and late June is the peak season for shipping them out.
The plum blossom was designated the city flower.
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Held every September 1, the Hassaku Festival is one of
Tsuru City's most famous festivals. This fun-filled and lively
event is topped off with a dazzling fireworks display
expressing people's reluctance to let summer pass.
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This is the national butterfly. It lives on nettle trees and is a
summer butterfly that takes flight around July. Many larvae
grow in the giant nettle trees found at the Ogata Museum.
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You can still see the beautiful dance of the
fireflies within the city. Many of our residents
are involved in preserving and observing the

firefly, and their efforts have served to increase the
number of fireflies in the Ogatayama District.
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Rice plants are nourished by the sun and land.
They are a beautiful green and shine with the
power of life. This is the kind of rural landscape
that calms the soul.
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The Soryukyo Gully is like a beautiful waterfall carving a path between
rocks. It runs from behind the Soryukyo Housing Complex on the Katsura
River to Tokaichiba and was naturally formed by raging currents of water.
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Lake Yamanaka and the Oshinohakkai ponds
provide Tsuru City with water, which flows
from the city's southwest to the northeast.
Spring water flows from the base of Mt. Fuji
into tributaries where you can find Japanese
sweetfish, yamame trout, char, Japanese
dace, rainbow trout, and other fish.
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A landscape with persimmons hung out to dry tells us of the

arrival of fall. Sour persimmons borrow energy from the sun
to become unbelievably sweet dried persimmons.
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A forest of varied trees is evidence of a diverse ecosystem.
Tree nuts that manage to go uneaten by squirrels and field
mice have their chance to sprout in spring.
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Sen-dan Falls swathed in the colors of fall. They form a
cool and refreshing scene of beauty. Sen-dan
("thousand-stepped") Falls is the name given to the
series of numerous waterfalls that can be found along
the northern climbing route of Mt. Mitsutoge. The series
of waterfalls include Hatsudaki (height approx. 12 m),
Sandan-no-taki (height approx. 40 m) and Shichifuku-
no-taki (height approx. 50 m).
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The beauty of this gully comes from the clear waters that rush
through the beech tree forests of Mt. Mishotai and the small
waterfalls around lkenodaira pond. Leisure spots can be found
along the sides of the gully.
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Mt. Fuiji is known far and wide as the most famous mountain in Japan. It sports a different and beautiful
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guise for each season and is a vision of sublime purity in winter. There are many locations in the city IE L
from which to view Mt. Fuiji. '_* 1
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This scene symbolizes the extreme coldness of winter in Tsuru. Covered in snow, Tsuru City is truly a
landscape bathed in silence. But even in the snow-covered landscape, water flows and you eventually
sense the approach of spring.
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Decorating homes to celebrate the New Year, they are
burned in prayer for protection from disaster and illness at
the Dondonyaki event held on January 14. Each family has
their own way of making them by hand.
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This 1-centimeter long lady beetle has a characteristic red
and black pattern on its body. Tsuru City is one of its largest
wintering places in Japan, and many can be seen during
this time at Musasabi Tower.
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The Japanese serow is a special national treasure. They It can sail approximately one hundred meters through the
establish territories individually, as couples or in parent-child air. Their numbers had been declining, but the situation has
groups and live in the mountains. Their population has been corrected through efforts by Tsuru University and
recently increased, and decreasing forestland has seen primary schools to reforest and supply food to the areas
them occasionally venturing into villages. where they can be found. They live primarily in the wooded

land of shrines.
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Located in the Takara district, where you can find a
variety of animals and wild birds, an observation
route joins the three satellite zones-River, Woods and
Forest-making it a perfect spot for observing and
coming in contact with nature. The Nature Center
holds observation sessions, and there are other
facilities that let you see what's going on in nature,
including the Green Lodge lodging facility, cottages,
and Musasabi Tower.
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This bird is characterized by its large
crown feather and black and white pattern
on its body. It takes sudden dives into the
water to catch unsuspecting fish. They are
often seen near places where tributaries
from the Shishidome River and
Hishakunagare River join the
Katsura River.
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At 1.5 meters in length, this is the largest snake in Japan,
and it lives in places populated by humans. It has a gentle
demeanor and is not poisonous, so some farming families
don't chase them away because they help control the
mouse population.
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These are sometimes seen at night on roads near places
such as Takara and Rakuyama. They catch and eat mice,
frogs, fish, and other prey. The fact that carnivorous animals
such as weasels exist suggests that there are many small
animals and that the ecosystem is robust.
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Many of these squirrels can be found in wooded areas
within the city. They are very fond of walnuts and other nuts
and live in places such as Tokaichiba, Shiroyama,
Rakuyama, and Takara.

Nature
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