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City Flower ;
B " Plum Blossoms ~

___ City Bird ;
W Japanese Nightingale

City Tree ;
Japanese Red Pine
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~The 50-Year Weave of History in Tsuru City~

In 2004, Tsuru City entered upon its fiftieth year since ils inception. I

wish to share congratulations with the townspeople on the occasion of

this commemorative year and express my gratitude and respect to our
predecessors for their hard work and achievements. 1 will join the people
in working to make this year a foundation from which to make new
progress and advancements for the fulire of our city.

Japan in the twenty-first century is witnessing a declining birthrate and

increasing average age, globalization, an IT revolution, environmental
issues, a drawn out economic recession and other major changes. Our
city bas responded by centering our municipal management on a
tripartite vision for the local community.

The first envisions a community that is unique and creative. We are
attempting the kind of town development that harnesses our creativeness
to maximize the value of our unique local characteristics. We are all
given an equal chance in an environment of severe economic conditions,
and we aim 10 foster independence and create the kind of unique and
altractive local society that fills residents with pride and confidence.

The second envisions a community that is steadfast and ongoing. With
the national birthrate declining, the average age on the rise, and
attention being drawn to the limits on our natural resources and

environment, we will strive to establish safety and stability in our
community such that economic activity is undertaken in conjunction
with measures for environmental preservation so that our people can live
in continuous harmony with the environment.

The third envisions a community of reciprocity and bharmonious
coexistence. We will devote ourselves to making our community one in
which people live side-by-side, each sensing worth in their lives and jobs,
each seeking personal fulfillment in every stage of life, each giving
expression to their individuality and abilities, and each recognizing,
helping, and supporting one another.

In the face of decentralization in non-urban areds, our tripartite vision

Jor the local community embodies the principles of self-determination and

self-responsibility. We will direct our sincerest efforts toward making
Tsuru City a place where people are healthy and both materially and

spiritually fulfilled in life so that they are able to feel a sense of

tranquility in the passage of time. We look forward to your support and
Rind cooperation in our community's endeavors.

We hope that this commemorative bandbook will serve to bridge the past,
present and future for the continued development of our cily.

Mayor, KOBAYASHI Yoshimitsu




