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Shoji Tokura

®Message from Mayor

Marking the 40th anniversary
as a municipality

Tsuru has just celebrated the passing of 40 years
since becoming Yamanashi Prefecture’s fourth
municipality, in 1954.

The lesson we must learn on this occasion is the
importance of making full use of achievements so
far to benefit future generations, rather than merely
reflecting on the past. It is said that municipalities
are the cornerstones of democracy. The role of a
municipality is to build a regional community in
which people can lead truly comfortable and
prosperous lives.

Last year, a resolution calling for the promotion of
decentralization was adopted by both the upper and
lower houses of the Japanese government. Decen-
tralization of government is sought so that all
regions of Japan can realize their full cultural and
economic potential while retaining their individual
characteristics and free spirit, and in many respects
high hopes are being placed on regions for the
future.

We in Tsuru City have implemented many measures
aimed at building a thriving community on the basis
of the history and culture we have inherited.
Construction has just begun on a new hall that will
serve as the base of a cultural city, and we are
making the utmost effort to harness the wisdom of
citizens to ensure that Tsuru thrives in harmony
with nature.
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